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The Foundation Cultural Heritage without Borders (CHwB) was constituted in April 1995 as a reaction to the acute and
massive aid that was needed due to the war in Bosnia-Herzegovina. Destruction of cultural monuments was quite extensive
and systematic, which made the world realise the urgent need for development assistance and protection. When a group of
architects and conservation workers in Sweden gathered to protest, discussions were held to find ways to take concrete
action and to suggest proposals for financing Swedish emergency aid in this area within the framework for Sida's
development co-operation.

Within this group of founding members the appropriate documents and statutes were drawn up for a foundation whose
aims were broadened to include not just urgent action in the former Yugoslavia but also to "promote conservation of
cultural property in areas ravaged by armed conflict, catastrophes or otherwise endangered as well as stimulate appropriate
research.”

A question of feeling at home

The right to one's own cultural heritage is an integral part of human rights. In today's world where a large number of people
lives in another place than their original home, working with cultural heritage offers a daunting challenge.

Time after rime we have witnessed the way war, political conflicts, natural catastrophes, climate changes and neglect
deprive different ethnic groups of their cultural heritage and histary. Modern warfare has become all the more brutal in its
atracks on civil population, brazen examples of which have been the desecration and destruction of cultural monuments of the
enemy. This has been seen in the Balkans, the Middle East and Asia. Howeuwer, there is considerable evidence that working
with the conservation and development of historic environments can help promote the process of reconciliation, strengthen self-
belief, contribute towards growth and fight poverty.

Cultural Heritage without Borders was founded in 1995 as an independent Swedish non-governmental organisation ta
work in the spirit of the 1954 Hague Convention for the protection of cultural property in the event of armed conflict, natural
catastrophes, neglect, poverty or political and social conflicts. Rebuilding and protection of cultural symbols is viewed by
Cultural Heritage without Borders as one of the conditions for people to feel at home and secure, especially after a war or
conflict waged on ethnic grounds.

So far most of the work conducted by Cultural Heritage without Borders has been in the former Yugoslavia with building
restoration, museum developments and work exchanges. In addition, Cultural Heritage without Borders has participated in
the restoration of a Tibetan monastery in Gandze in the province of Sichuan in China.

In all these projects priority has been given to use the same material and techniques as was used in the original building and
to ensure that most of the work was implemented by local and national partners.

Since working with cultural heritage helps victimised groups strengthen and regain their sense of pride, the aim has been to
integrate restoration and development of cultural property into the normal emergency relief work and development co-
operation and therefore to improve the conditions for reconciliation and poverty reduction. A longterm hope is that several
more international organisations will be able ta collaborate together in such a concrete and practical way.

We would like to extend our warm thanks to our supporters, individual donors as well as Swedish International
Development Cooperation Agency (Sida) and EU, without whose help none of our work would have been possible...

Stockholm, November 2005 Bengt O. H Johansson (Chairman)



Fondacioni Trashégimia Kulturore pa Kufij (CHwB) u themelua né prill té vitit 1995, si reagim ndaj ndihmés
akute dhe masive qé kérkohej si rezultat i luftés né Bosnjé dhe Hercegoviné. Shkatérrimi i monumenteve té
kulturés u bé né pérmasa té médha dhe ishte sistematik, dhe kjo e béri botén qé té kuptojé nevojén urgjente pér
ndihmé né zhvillim dhe mbrojtje. Kur njé grup i arkitektéve dhe eksperté konservimi né Suedi u mblodhén pér
té protestuar, u mbajtén edhe diskutimet pér t'i gjetur ményrat mé té mira pér té ndérmarré hapa konkrete dhe
pér té sugjeruar propozime pér financimin e ndihmés emergjente nga Suedia né kété fushé, né kuadér té&
bashképunimit zhvillimor té Sida-s.

Brenda kétij grupi té anétaréve themelues u pérpiluan dokumentet dhe statutet e duhura pér themelimin e
fondacionit, géllimet e té cilit u zgjeruan nga aksioni urgjent né ish-Jugosllaviné né “promovimin e konservimit
té pronés kulturore né vendet e shkatérruara nga konfliktet e armatosura, katastrofat apo rreziget tjera, si dhe né
stimulimin e hulumtimeve te duhura”.

Céshtja e té ndierit né shtépi

E drejta pér té pasur trashégiminé kulturore vetjake éshté pjesé integrale e té drejtave té njeriut. Sot, njé numér i madh i
njerézve nuk jetojné né shtépité e tyre. Puna me trashégimi kulturore paraqet njé sfidé tmerruese.

Kohé pas kohé, ne jemi déshmitaré té ményrés se si lufta, konfliktet politike, fatkegésité natyrore, ndryshimet e klimés dhe
neglizhenca ua mohojné grupeve té ndryshme etnike té drejtén pér trashégimi kulturore dhe histori. Ményra moderne e té
luftuarit vazhdon té béhet edhe mé brutale né sulmet e saj ndaj popullatés civile, shembuj té pacipé té sé cilés jané pérdhosja
dhe shkatérrimi i monumenteve té kulturés gé i takojné armikut. Kjo ka ndodhur né Ballkan, Lindjen e Mesme dhe Axzi.
Sidoqofté, ka déshmi té konsiderueshme té cilat provojné se puna me konservim dhe zhvillim té ambienteve historike mund té
promowvojé procesin e pajtimit, forcojé vetébesimin, kontribuojé né rritjen e zhvillimit dhe luftés sé varférisé.

Trashégimia Kulturore pa Kufij u themelua né vitin 1995 si njé organizaté suedeze joqeveritare gé punon né frymén e
Konventés s¢ Hagés té vitit 1954 pér mbrojtjen e pronés kulturore né rast té konfliktit té armatosur, fatkegésive natyrore,
neglizhencés, varférisé apo konflikteve politike dhe sociale. Rindértimi dhe mbrojtja e simboleve kulturore konsiderohet nga
Trashégimia Kulturore pa Kufij si njéri nga kushtet gé njerézit té ndjehen si né shtépi dhe té sigurt, posacérisht pas luftés apo
konfliktit né baza etnike.

Deri mé tani, shumica e punés sé kryer nga Trashégimia Kulturore pa Kufij ishte e fokusuar né ish-Jugosllaviné me ané té
restaurimit té objekteve, zhvillimin e muzeve dhe shkémbim profesionistésh. Pér mé tepér, Trashégimia Kulturore pa Kufij ka
marré pjesé né restaurimin e manastirit Tibetan né Gandge, né provincén Sichuan né Kiné.

Né té gjitha kéto projekte prioritet i éshté dhéné pérdorimit té materialeve dhe teknikave té njejta sikurse né objektin
origjinal dhe sigurimit qé shumica e punéve té kryhen nga mjeshtérit lokalé.

Pérderisa puna me trashégimi kulturore ndihmon qé grupet e viktimizuara té rikthejné sensin e krenarisé sé tyre, géllimi ka
qgené integrimi i restaurimit e hvillimit kulturor né rrjedha té punéve ndihmése emergjente e cila ndikon né krijimin e kushteve
pér pajtim dhe zbutje té varférisé. Shpresé afatgjate éshté qé edhe organizatat tjera ndérkombétare té jené té afté pér
bashképunim pér njé ményré aq konkrete dhe praktike.

Déshirojmé ti shprehim faléndérimet tona té singerta gjithé pérkrahésve tané, donatoréve individual dhe Agjensionit pér
Bashképunim dhe Zhvillim ndérkombétar té Suedisé (Sida) dhe BE, pa ndihmén e té ciléve asnjéra nga punét tona nuk do té
realizoheshin...

Stokholm, Néntor 2005 Bengt O. H Johansson (Kryetar)
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